10                        RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
case, it may prevent your receiving any disappointment, and prevent her venturing to disoblige you in refusing what you may propose to her.
Fa. No, no; I dare say she wont refuse him; she is not such a fool neither.
Da. Dear sir, then I hope you know he is a sober religious gentleman ?
Fa. I know nothing to the contrary, my dear; I suppose he is.
Da. But, sir, it makes me anxious about it, because you said just now you could not tell: I hope you will inquire further into it before you take any farther steps about it.
Fa. Why, child, as to that, I dare say she need not be concerned; he is so good a humoured man, he will never cross her in small matters, especially in religious things. Child, do you think any gentleman can be angry that his wife is sober and religious ? To be sure she may be as religious as she will.
Da. 0 dear sir, my sister can never be satisfied so, sure.
(He observes his daughter concerned at it, and that tears stood in her eyes?)
Fa. Child, what's the matter ? What makes you so concerned about it ?
Da. 'Tis a sad life, sir, for a woman to have no help from her husband in things that are good, but only to have liberty for herself to be as good as she will, or rather as good as she can: by the same rule she may be as bad as she will; and it may be, he will like her ne'er the better for the one, nor the worse for t'other.
Fa. Well, he is a fine gentleman, and professes a great affection for her.
Da. Before he has seen her, it may be, or knows anything of her.